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17 June 2020 
 
 
Dear all,  
 
I write following a relatively peaceful week, and a little more progress towards the end of Lockdown. 
 
In the first place, our Parish Wide Assistance Plan continues to function very efficiently. Well done all 
who continue to collect prescriptions and shopping for our more vulnerable residents.  
 
We have attended meetings and had discussions with Kent Police and Sevenoaks District Council’s 
Community Safety Unit regarding the ongoing issues around the Lake, but nothing of any substance 
has emerged from them. I note that Kent Police have 12 PCSO’s to patrol between Swanley and 
Edenbridge, which on any analysis precludes them from carrying out any effective policing. The 
Community Police Sgt confirmed that so far there had not been a single arrest or Fixed Penalty 
Notice issued for any offence at all so far, but there are plans to install CCTV. We have asked Kent 
Police to refrain from tweeting Postcard images of Chipstead Lake without pointing out that it is 
private property. 
 
We are also exploring the possibility of having litter around the lake collected by individuals 
sentenced to Community Service Orders by the Courts. This is a free service, overseen by the 
Probation Service, and though the devil will be in the detail, it may prove to be a timely offer of 
assistance. 
 
I have also been made aware that the owner of Chipstead Lake has doubled the rent for the Sailing 
Club, which has encouraged them to develop a further income stream by permitting organised 
swimming by the Triathlon Club. This is clearly well organised with safety boats, careful monitoring 
of participants and so on, and should not be confused with the masses of frequently drunken youths 
occupying the northern bank. 
 
With the owner of the lake Mr Baron Deschauer of Renchild Holdings Ltd apparently not willing to 
engage or take measures to make the Lake safe, we are researching the possibility of legal action in 
respect of a Public Nuisance. Renschild Holdings, Kent Police and Sevenoaks District Council have all 
stated that it is not their responsibility to deal with. We will keep trying. 
 
Village Pubs are likely to be able to reopen in July but this has yet to be confirmed. The Council has 
agreed to the Bricklayers having some picnic benches on the green so that they have an outdoor 
area. (It will be some time before any Pubs are able to operate indoors as normal.) 
 
As per Government advice we are sadly unable to reopen the playground at the Rec at this time. 
With an ongoing requirement to maintain strict hygiene and sanitising rules it may be some time 
before we can permit access. My apologies. 
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To conclude on a high note, we are also looking ahead to the possibility of a Street Party on 31st 
August, Bank Holiday Monday. Should the lockdown regulations have subsided sufficiently by then, it 
will be an opportunity for the village to commemorate (belatedly) V.E. and V.J. Day, come together 
and generally celebrate our resilience. More details to follow. 
 
Best wishes to you all; our next Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday 6th July at 7.30 pm. 
 
Andy Clark 
Chairman – Chevening Parish Council 
 

 
 


