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21 July 2020 
 
 

Dear all, 
 
Like many of you I am frequently reminded that “You cannot please all of the people all of 
the time”. This maxim has never been more apparent to me than this summer as the Parish 
Council attempts to achieve some progress in dealing with ongoing problems at the lake. 
Whilst, as I write, all appears relatively calm, and we hope for a continued winding down of 
difficulties, there are some two months of summer left this year, and none of us know 
exactly how things will pan out. 
 
Whilst we have assisted with the cost of security guards on the far section of Sailing Club 
Road (and I note the helpful contribution from the Community Safety Unit in this regard) we 
can not afford that indefinitely, and it is likely that the arrangement will come to an end at 
the end of the month. Feedback from many suggests that it was instrumental in reducing 
the general issues at the Lake. 
 
I am sorry to say that we have been unable to achieve a consensus between the three 
current official users of the Lake, who do not agree with each other. Who is right or wrong is 
not for me to say, but I stand by my original assertion that for the problems of unauthorised 
use, antisocial behaviour, litter etc to be addressed effectively will require genuine and 
meaningful engagement by the landowner, Baron Deschauer. It is his lake, after all, and I do 
not think it appropriate for public spirited residents to have to clean up his land for him 
whilst he continues to collect rent.  
 
Readers of the Times may have noticed a report last week detailing how Mr Deschauer is 
appealing a decision made against him in the Courts, exposing his nefarious methods of 
selling land with implied planning permission up and down the country, including Chipstead. 
 
I mention this as it gives an idea of the inherent difficulty in addressing the problems at the 
Lake when the principal stakeholders are unable to agree. 
 
I attach sections of two letters to the Parish Council below. The first from a member of the 
Angling Club, and the second from a local resident. You will see the conundrum we are in: 
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“The angling society has used these facilities since the 1950s with little or no trouble, they 
have looked after the surrounding areas of the lake and maintained access throughout this 
period, again, with little or no trouble.  The fact that we now have a swimming club using 
the facilities, together with the irresponsible use of social media of those running it, has 
gradually increased the problems we are experiencing to such a level that the situation has 
become intolerable.   This cannot be a coincidence. 
The requirement for heavy duty fencing in such an area is not the solution, strategically 
placed access points for the anglers should be adequate but this is a decision for the club 
itself to make.   You must also bear in mind that a lot of the minor regular damage to the 
existing fencing and gates – which has been in situe for years - has been carried out by local 
residents who arrogantly consider they have a right to go wherever they wish – they do not 
seem to understand that those using the facilities have to maintain and pay for 
them.   Indeed we were challenged whilst installing signage and fencing by a resident who 
said they had walked the area – which was private – for years and considered out actions 
totally unacceptable in preventing them accessing the area.” 
  

................................... 
 
“The uprooting of trees, threatening notices every few metres, the hundreds of metres of 
barbed wire, blocking off of road access and paths, security guards blocking access to the 
road to the sailing club and Cheshire Home etc have ruined the serenity of the area and its 
natural beauty. I have spoken to numerous other locals who all agree with me.  
 I do understand there have been problems with youths and drugs which clearly is also 
unwelcome but sadly not new. However this is a total over-reaction and has resulted in this 
beautiful area becoming unwelcoming and hostile for local residents.  
 The Parish Council website opens up with the following statement:  
 ‘Welcome to Chevening Parish, we hope you will be very happy here and feel a part of our 
community.’ 
 The actions of the Angling club are totally at odds with this statement. Many locals believe 
the Angling Society has undue influence on the Parish Council which I hope is not the case.  
 It is now hard to reverse the damage done but I hope that the Parish Council will take into 
account the views of the silent majority of local residents.” 
 
 
 
I can assure you all that the Parish Council strives constantly to bear in mind the views of 
local residents, but it is not straightforward for “The Silent Majority”. I urge you all to take 
the time where you can to write in via the Parish Council website and give us your views. 
Within the parameters available to us we will continue to do our best for everyone. 
 
Best wishes to you all,  
 
Andy Clark  
Chairman, Chevening Parish Council 
 
 


