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Many people continue to express concerns over the anti social behaviour experienced in 
Chipstead  and the Parish Council share your concerns. I am also at my wit’s end as to what 
can be done to effectively address the problems we face. 
 
The fact remains that Chipstead Lake is privately owned, and therefore responsibility for its 
management rests with its owner, Baron Deschauer. There is no way round that. As I have 
attempted to inform everyone, Chevening Parish Council is not a Local Authority and has no 
Regulatory or Enforcement powers, none at all. We are no more entitled to interfere in the 
management of the Lake than we are in your own garden. We all wish it were different, but 
it is not. 
 
We (I) have written to Mr Deschauer, Sevenoaks District Council, Kent County Council, Kent 
Police, Laura Trott MP and Sevenoaks Community Safety Unit explaining our concerns. We 
have held meetings with all of them, but to no real practical effect. Mr Deschauer is 
predictably not minded to pay to have the lake effectively fenced off. It would in any case 
take months to construct. Kent Police do not have the resources to patrol private facilities, 
and are stretched too thinly to provide anything like an effective policing response to our 
frequent reports of anti social behaviour and drug dealing. 
 
Our situation is made the more difficult when we consider that most of the Lake has a Public 
Footpath close to its boundary. This is a Public Right of Way, and again, no-one is entitled to 
stop people using it. Again, we all wish it were different, but it is not. 
 
Finally, I am aware that many local individuals may wish to take more direct action, and 
even form groups to confront unwelcome trespassers. I can sympathise with this, and on a 
personal level I would be quite happy confronting a badly behaved youth myself. I must 
however remember that as elected Chairman of the Parish Council I am personally 
responsible for anything done in the Council’s name. As such it is vital that the Council does 
not exceed its brief, does not advocate anything beyond the law, and continues to exercise 
caution and due diligence. Within these strict parameters we will continue to do what we 
can. 
 
I do hope I have been able to give you a flavour of the situation we are attempting to deal 
with. We remain open to suggestions, and are certainly not attempting to dodge any 
responsibilities. 
 
Andy Clark 
Chairman 
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