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09 June 2020 
 
 
Dear all,  
 
I write after a week where the weather has helped to calm things down a little, and where we have 
managed to achieve a few modest improvements in Village life. 
 
Firstly, heartfelt thanks and congratulations to Elliot Fox and friends, who carried out a super full 
litter sweep of the area around the lake. Gentlemen all, and an inspiration to the wider Community. 
Thank you very much. The Parish Council, who last week undertook to fund a clear up, will now 
consider what professional work is still required to keep ahead of the problem. 
 
Many of you will have noticed that we have marked the green opposite the Bricklayers to promote 
Social Distancing. This appears to have been met with broad approval, and we will endeavour to 
maintain it going forward. Please do your bit by using it as intended, I.e. by remaining within the 
squares with your group. 
 
I note that the Government is to announce a relaxation of planning controls to enable pubs to use 
surrounding areas. We were actually ahead on this one,  and have already been in discussions with 
Andy Hogg about how to best permit use of part of the green as a beer garden once the pub is 
permitted to reopen properly. Many of you will no doubt have worked out that opening a beer 
garden on the green during the recent busy times with hundreds of visitors, many behaving very 
badly, would have been flirting with disaster, and we will need to exercise some very sound 
judgement in the near future. Fine weather is likely to return soon. 
 
It seems clear that the main attraction to the high number of visitors remains the Lake, and any 
solution will no doubt involve restricting access to it. I have been in contact with the owner of the 
lake and surrounding land, pointing out his responsibilities, but I have to say he does not agree, and 
seems to think that the Parish Council should effectively manage his private asset. A meeting with 
the Sevenoaks Community Safety Manager (Sevenoaks District Council) is scheduled for this 
Wednesday 10th, and I will again stress the importance of the Owner addressing his responsibilities. 
It is not acceptable for the Lake to be open to all and sundry, with Chipstead having to deal with the 
fallout. 
 
I regret to say that Kent Police have still so far failed to provide any meaningful presence, or deal 
with the many reports of drug dealing and consumption as well as widespread anti social behaviour. 
Sgt Cox of the Local Community Safety Unit stated that a “Partnership Meeting”, including the Parish 
Council, would be arranged, but there have been no updates since I spoke to him on 29th May. 
Don’t hold your breath.  
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Similarly I had an email from Kent Police on 25th May assuring us that action would be taken with 
regard to an abandoned car in Sailing Club Road, but again nothing since. 
 
On the subject of Sailing Club Road, while there have been several suggestions that we close it, and 
also the Rec car park, it remains our assessment that the policing of such measures is at present 
beyond our abilities. Manning a roadblock would require a number of sufficiently trained and 
capable individuals, all of whom would effectively be working for Chevening Parish Council, with a 
consequent Duty of Care and implications for Liability Insurance. Unfortunate, but true. 
 
We have looked into the possibility of reinstating a stile on the footpath along the rear of Chevening 
Road in order to deter cyclists, as requested by many members of the Parish. Such a move requires 
the consent of Kent County Council, who state that there is no evidence of a stile ever being there. I 
quote the Public Rights of Way Officer Nicky Biddall “We could not authorise a new gate or stile to 
go here now as the conditions for authorisation do not apply”. 
 
Please continue to email and telephone Kent Police with your concerns, as well as Laura Trott, our 
MP. I have had sight of a letter from the Leader of Sevenoaks District Council, Peter Fleming to the 
Chief Constable of Kent Police pointing out that the present situation is unacceptable. We must 
maintain the pressure to have any chance of an improvement. 
 
 
The next meeting of your Parish Council will take place on the evening of Monday 15th June at 7.30 
pm. All are welcome to attend (remotely). 
 
Best wishes to all, 
 
Andy Clark. Chairman, Chevening Parish Council. 
 

 
 


